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Riverside Reader
... a biblically-based, cost-compassionate, small-camp experience

2020 will be acknowledged as a defining year 
in our history. With so many monumental issues 
filled with polarizing opinions and arguments, it is 
somewhat thought-provoking to realize that there 
is an even more defining moment in our world’s 
history that was so earth-shattering, our history lit-
erally revolves around it; the life of Jesus. 

Since the death and resurrection of Jesus, our 
world has never been the same, and the evidence of 
that has been plain over the last 2,000 years. There 
are many periods in history throughout our world 
that are defined by hardship, hatred, and horror, 
but God has also been present in these times and 
continues to minister to the beaten-down and bro-
kenhearted. Above all, God has promised that all 
will be made right in the end, even more than the 
perfect season finale to an epic tv series would.

For Riverside, this has proven to be a histor-
ical time for us as well. As a safer-at-home order 
was issued in March, our staff resorted to working 
from home, or at separate times within our office. 
Events were canceled and guest groups were no-
tified that we could not be open for them to stay 
here. Updates frequently described new changes, 
opinions, and concerns. The governor’s health order 
was extended, forcing us to cancel or extend even 
more events. We wondered if the health order 
would be extended further, or if camp would have 
to remain shut down as a non-essential organiza-
tion. As more news came out each week, we found 
ourselves fervently combing the media platforms 
for any shreds of certainty to stand on. The mo-
ment news was released that we would be allowed 
to open again, the office became a flurry of action 
as we hurried to prepare the remaining details for 
our entire summer. 

We learned that about half the camps in Wis-
consin opted to shut down, and we were even more 

resolved to remain open as much as possible. We 
felt the responsibility of keeping the grounds clean 
to ensure the health and safety of anyone who en-
tered the camp. It has caused a lot of growth at 
Riverside as we have prepared online learning 
materials for teen staff, drafted new policies, and 
sought creative ways to acquire the extra supplies 
we have needed. Some registrations were canceled 
last minute, but that allowed room for campers 
on our waiting list to attend. We chose to operate 
with restrictions to make people more comfortable, 
but found ways to provide a camp experience that 
was still as normal as we could maintain under the 
present circumstances. We had to cancel the reser-
vations of guest groups for a full quarter, but God 
provided for the loss of funds with a matching gift 
fundraiser that was successful in a way that can be 
described as miraculous. 

Over the course of the summer, which tends to 
be the busiest time of year for us, we concluded 
the season with no cases of COVID-19. In addi-
tion, we had extremely reduced reports of sickness 
as compared to previous years. As new information 
and orders have been issued, we have looked closely 
to see how changes may affect camp and what we 
can do to continue to function well. We are glad 
that our decision to open up has been met with 
positivity and minimal issues. There has been extra 
work and expenses as a result of the precautions 
we have to take, but we are delighted and thank-
ful to continue operating as a ministry. Many of 
you have seen our chapel with WE WOULD SEE 
JESUS written across the front entrance, and if 
you attended camp at all this summer, you would 
have definitely seen Jesus. However your summer 
went, we hope you are able to reflect on the last few 
months and see how God was working throughout 
this defining and historical time in our world. 

By Breanna Plank

Volume 18, Issue 2



2 Volume 18, Issue 2

Summer camp season is Riverside’s busiest time of year, and the 
additional staff that come to serve over the summer are always greatly 
needed and appreciated. This summer was no different, and we were 
glad to have an amazing group of LIFTers helping us this year. We are 
always so excited to see them work, watch them grow in ability, and 
hear about their experiences. For a snapshot of what the summer LIFT 
experience is like, here is a testimony from one of the young adults on 
our team this year.

“My name is Ashley Elmhorst and I had the amazing privilege of being 
on the LIFT Program this past summer. LIFT was such an opportunity for 
me because I was able to learn and improve so many skills including, but 
not limited to programming, working computer apps, leadership skills, and 
relationship building. I’d been working at Riverside Bible Camp for many 
years on RSI, but this summer was really one for the books. I’ll never forget 
all the memories and fun times, and I’ll cherish the lessons I learned from 
the difficult situations. To anyone who asks, I’ll say that this is an opportu-
nity of a lifetime and if you feel as if the Lord might be calling you to take 
this leap of faith, please do so! I promise you won’t regret it and I couldn’t 
be happier with the experience.”

We want to thank each of the young adults who joined us this 
summer as part of our camp staff. If you would like to apply to be 
on the LIFT staff for summer of 2021, you can do so on the “Serve” 
page of our website. For more info, you can also contact us by email at  
office@riversidebiblecamp.org 

Summer LIFT Recap 
By Breanna Plank

I ended up volunteering for our Senior High Remix camp event. 
The team games were a big challenge over the weekend. My team 
consistently lost nearly every contest by narrow margins. It was diffi-
cult to stay motivated when we were losing so often. One of our last 
challenges was a game of Bible trivia. In the last round, leaders were 
permitted to help, so I discreetly pulled out my Bible to hunt for 
answers. For the last question, I found the answer and read it aloud, 
quietly, so the other team couldn’t hear. Only one of my team mem-
bers heard, and he turned immediately to the rest of the campers 
discussing possible answers. He struggled to get their attention, say-
ing things like “I know what the answer is. Listen to me! Hey! Write 
this down! Write this down!” But everyone was so preoccupied, they 
ignored him. Finally, he grabbed the pencil out of someone’s hand in 
order to write the answer himself. This got everyone’s attention, so 
he had to explain how he found out the answer. Our team ended up 
winning the challenge.

The end of the weekend had a powerful exhortation from Bob 
Olla, who spoke passionately on the topic of evangelism. He expressed 

how essential it was for us to have the courage to share the truth of 
the Gospel. As he talked more and more, I recalled the Bible Triv-
ia challenge. During that challenge one camper discovered the truth. 
He knew the answer would benefit the entire team, and rushed to 
share it before it was too late. He spoke boldly and emphatically, and 
when that wasn’t working, he took action. Ultimately, he did whatever 
he needed to in order to communicate the answer to the others sur-
rounding him. Upon reflection, I realized this moment was a remark-
able example of evangelism. In a similar fashion to this camper, we as 
Christians are encouraged to speak out and share our faith boldly with 
others, willing to communicate by any means necessary. We are told 
to share the truth of the Gospel emphatically before it’s too late. Jesus 
instructs, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” As we proceed 
throughout each day, how often are we looking for opportunities to 
live according to Christ’s commands? 

Being Bold at Summer Camp and Beyond 
By Breanna Plank

From left to right, back to front, Lucero Wonnacott, Luke Brenner,  
Gabriel Smith, Molly McGinn, Hailey Cooper, and Ashley Elmhorst  
(not pictured, Shaylana Nelson and Tessa Olson)
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The shut-down days of March, April and May afforded us to make progress on 
a number of our building projects. 

We are excited to have finally completed reconstruction of the camp garage that 
was damaged during the summer storm of 2019. Thank you to Heartland Custom 
Homes as they did the heavy lifting and dangerous work, our staff who did the tear 
down and our LIFT students who even got in on the fun insulating. Wayne and 
Kathy Jirovec again deserve special note as they stepped up in a big way completing 
much of the interior work. Many share the passion for Riverside that Wayne has, 
but few of us can match his skill and giftedness in completing the projects we push 
his way. 

In addition to the garage, our Chapel now has a new roof and no more leaks. 
Terry Dufour and the Riverside staff along with Barry Nelson knocked this project 
out in short order, making Brian Hulka the happiest caretaker alive as he should no 
longer have to patch a 30-year-old roof. 

We are nearing completion of the staff housing remodel with only some sid-
ing, landscape and minor interior finishing to do. This summer our RSI students 
developed siding skills they never had. LIFT participants Tessa, Lucero and Luke 
Brenner are now expert roofers and many others contributed to make this project 
a success. A special thank you again to Wayne Jirovec, Terry Dufour, Bill Fesseden, 
Nick Knapp, and Len Sheard who volunteered their skills. The Riverside team 
worked many long hours as did the Heartland Custom Homes crew. 

We hope you will rejoice with us as we complete these projects and look to 
the reconstruction of our cabin Zarephath. This cabin was also destroyed during 
the 2019 summer storm and the rebuild has been delayed by all the other projects 
we have had underway. We are hoping to turn this cabin into a four-unit lodge 
style building and seek your continued prayers and possible financial support as 
we move forward. 

Project 2020
By Darrie Nelson



4 Volume 18, Issue 2

The beginning of this summer camp season was a waiting game 
followed by a game of catch up. Once we knew we were having camp, 
it was off to the races. New policies were created to keep Riverside up 
and running. The goal was to give young people a safe environment 
to be released from the confinement of indoors to run, play, talk with 
friends, breath fresh air, and hear Godly truth. Epic was the theme of 
the year, to reach everyone who came to camp with this truth: “this 
time in each of your lives is ordained by God as part of a vast and 
biblical story that He is weaving through time. He has a purpose for 
everything you are and everything happening around you.” What a 
necessary message within this year.

At no point did we receive any negative remarks to being open 
without the requirement of masks or a 6-foot personal perimeter. Only 
thankfulness from parents who could send their children away from the 
house and away from the tension to behave the way kids should. Camp 
became a bubble, protected from everything happening socially and po-
litically around us. God’s presence was known as young people raised 
their hands in response to the call of salvation and as deep conversations 
were had in cabin huddles throughout the weeks, moving away from the 
typical conversations about dating or a lack of talking at all.

We had a great speaker lineup this summer starting with Brian 
Marvel, who prerecorded morning sessions and live streamed the camp 
every evening to speak to the group. Ironically, all reports from at-
tendees spoke to how engaging he was and how well he projected past 
the screen. Pastor Casey Cary, from Waupaca, spoke for Junior High 
Camp and led several young people to the Lord on two consecutive 
nights, drilling them with the one thing he wanted them to remember 
past camp—that Jesus loves them. Our Junior camp speaker, Luke 
Winger, engaged the kids with juggling and balancing acts that had 
everyone out of their seats and mouths gaping. Adventure Camp was 
completely programmed and run by Lisa Rouse, a longtime friend of 
Riverside who transformed the lower level of the retreat center into a jun-
gle adventure and masterfully held every little youngster’s attention. Our 

Senior High Remix revisited the recorded sessions by Brian Marvel 
for the teens who didn’t make it to the first Senior High camp. His 
messages were just as impactful the second time around. A special 
thanks to Pastor Bob Olla for working with Shaylana Nelson to speak 
to the RSI during the summer and for giving the last message of  
Remix, our last youth camp of the summer. He is an invaluable aid to 
Riverside programs.

At the beginning of the summer, we maintained a 50-person limit 
for each event but toward the end of the summer, with no sicknesses 
on record, we opened up Junior High camp, totaling a 68-person  
attendance. We also created a second Senior High 4-day camp that 
totaled 23 attendees. 

VBS Day Camp totaled 54 attendees
Senior High Camp, 44 attendees
Adventure camp, 23 attendees
And Junior Camp, 52 attendees
Our Summer Family Camp saw 11 families attend with sessions 

by Jedidiah Haas, and our upcoming Fall Family Camp is completely 
booked with speaking by Dr. Tom Guilliams.

We reopened our rentals schedule after summer camp and to date, 
no one has reported a COVID infection after visiting Riverside.

The LIFT Program brought eight young people to Riverside to 
help with the Summer program. They were a vital part of the smooth 
operations of each week, taking turns assisting me and running  
different parts of the program like games, crafts, music, storytelling, 
and cabin counseling. An area where we are pursuing more growth in 
our program is a more intentional approach in what we teach and how 
we run off-time activities. Linda Aguilar has graciously come on board 
to help see our vision through. 

Thank you for helping to make this summer what it should be for 
so many kids. With many camps in the area closing for the summer, 
it has been by God’s grace that our summer looked the way it did. 
Thank you. 

Summer 2020 Program Director’s Report
By Megan Nelson

For eighty-six years in a row, Riverside has offered a Christian 
camp experience for children, adults and families. This year has been 
no different. Although COVID-19 and the uncertainty surrounding it 
changed how we did camp, our volunteers still volunteered, our camp-
ers still came and the Gospel was still shared. Praise the LORD.

We are grateful for the numerous volunteers that chose to minis-
ter at Riverside this summer. Although our summer was COVID-19 
free, we recognize that our adult volunteers, some in the higher risk 
categories, served knowing they could have easily contracted the virus. 
We are praying for continued protection for all of our participants 
knowing that God is in control.

Thank you to our wonderful volunteer cooks, cabin leaders, speak-
ers, maintenance staff and programming staff. Special thanks to Nancy 
Koehler for her hard work on the gardens to make the camp beautiful. 
You all have gone above and beyond the call of duty while serving 
faithfully and sacrificially in this time of uncertainty.

We are looking forward to another year of ministry and another 
year of high-quality dedicated volunteers who help make an affordable 
Christian camp possible here at Riverside. 

Thank You
By Darrie Nelson
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Sustaining Riverside Financial Report:  
2020–2021

General Fund Income $67,151 $140,000 

General Fund Expense $49,820 $140,000 

Current Surplus $17,325 

 YEAR TO DATE BUDGET

Please remember you can support Riverside 
quickly and efficiently through our website at 

www.riversidebiblecamp.org.

Looking for ways to represent and  
support Riverside? Look no further!

Riverside has an exciting fundraiser opportunity to share with 

you! From now until December 10, you can order an awesome 

Riverside care package for yourself or anyone else who is a fan 

of Riverside. This is a great way to get some fabulous  

merchandise just in time for Christmas. We have a great- 

looking long-sleeved t-shirt for you to rep your favorite camp, 

a colorful vinyl sticker to add some pizzazz to just about 

anything you like, and a double walled, vacuum insulated 

thermos to keep your drink hot or cold. All of this comes in 

one package for the fantastic price of $40 (plus $15 ship-

ping). This will be available to order on our website, or if you 

do not want to order online, you can call our office for other 

ordering options.

Thermos

T-shirt

Sticker



6 Volume 18, Issue 2

This year has been full of new experiences and change, but not all 
of it is bad! Riverside is excited to share multiple updates with our staff.

Last summer, Riverside made the de-
cision to have Megan Nelson act as our 
Interim Program Director. Megan has 
now worked a full year in this position 
and has been involved in programming 
for two full summer camp seasons. The 
work of a Program Director has a critical 
role in ensuring that our camp programs, 
especially summer camps, run smoothly. 
During Megan’s time as Interim Pro-
gram Director, we have seen faithful ad-

ministration over all our programs and a continuous desire for more  
intentional involvement and improvement. We have also been able to 
successfully launch Marriage Café, a new camp program, and we look 
forward to holding it again this fall. Given Megan’s desire to contin-
ue serving, and the evidence of her commitment and hard work, the 
board has decided to make Megan our Program Director. We look 
forward to hopefully having her serve in 
this position for the foreseeable future. 
We are grateful for her passion in this 
area of camp, as well as the talents she 
has which help make this area a success. 
Whenever you see Megan, please con-
gratulate her on her new position and 
share your appreciation for what she does 
for Riverside.

In addition to having Megan added 
as a permanent part of staff, we have a 
few new additions to our staff that we are 
excited to share with you. After serving in our summer LIFT program 
this year, two members of our LIFT team decided they wanted to raise 
support and continue serving at Riverside full-time as permanent staff. 
Tessa Olson, who has attended Riverside for years and worked as RSI 
as well, has always had a passion for working on the farm. Prior to 
serving on LIFT, she was working as a program intern at River Valley 
Ranch in Maryland. She has felt God’s calling to work in camp min-

istry, and working full-time at Riverside 
is a dream come true for her. Tessa will 
be joining our staff as the Farm Assistant 
and will also occasionally be serving as 
a Guest Group Host. She will primarily 
be assisting the Farm Education Coordi-
nator in all duties related to Riverside’s 
farm programs.

Luke “Lucero” Wonnacott worked 
as a seasonal Program Coordinator at 
Camp Luther in Three Lakes and worked 

at a camp in Maryland before coming to Riverside. He is passionate 
about helping young people understand God’s gift of salvation and His 
purpose for each of our lives. He loves various outdoor activities and 
teaching others how God is present in the creation around us. He has 
been looking for a place to do outdoor ministry, and after a summer 
of LIFT, decided he wanted to stay here. Lucero will be joining our 
staff as the Assistant Program Director and Guest Group Host. His 
primary duties will be assisting the Program Director in preparing and 
effectively implementing all current Riverside programs and events, 
and may also assist in adding new programming in the future.

David Kaufman and his wife 
Mickey have lived in Indiana. 
Over the last six years, they have 
been working with Habitat for 
Humanity, David as construction 
manager and Mickey as Execu-
tive Director. David and Mickey 
both have a background strongly 
steeped in missions. David’s ex-
perience was in Central Ameri-
ca, particularly Costa Rica, and 
Mickey in Europe. They have six 
children and eight grandchildren 
who live across the world, from 
Amsterdam to California. Mick-
ey first attended Riverside when 
she was eight years old and came 
to camp for most of her child-
hood. Riverside is very special to 
her since it was here that she first recognized God’s great love specif-
ically for her. “I remember sitting on the Rock of Ages and being so 
moved by the fact that God sent Jesus because He loved me! It was 
one of the first steps to accepting the Lord as my own personal Sav-
ior.” Mickey will be working at Riverside part-time as Development 
Director, where her primary job is leading the implementation of a di-
versified biblical stewardship fundraising model. David’s role at River-
side will be part-time Construction Manager, with his primary duties 
involving building improvements, volunteer projects, and coordina-
tion of RSI project crews during summer camp. They love the vision 
and mission of Riverside, especially since it fits very easily into their 
personal mission goals. They would like to contribute their gifts and 
experience to the furtherance of God’s Kingdom for as long as they are 
able, and are excited about the challenge of the ministry and also the 
potential for making a difference for the ministry of Riverside for years 
to come. Riverside has been hoping and praying for additional support 
in the areas that David and Mickey will be filling, especially as we seek 
to fundraise and network in order to improve the camp and maintain 
its community. We look forward to having Mickey and David joining 
our staff and working with us over the next few years. 

New Staff Additions
By Breanna Plank

Megan

Tessa

Luke “Lucero”

David and Mickey
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Harvest Family Camp…………………………………………...October 2-4th, 2020 

Fellowship Supper and Celebration Service………………………October 3rd, 2020 

Lumberjack Day…………………………………………………October 17th, 2020 

Craft Camp…………………………………………………...October 16-18th, 2020 

Christmas Open House………………………………………….December 3rd, 2020 

New Year’s Eve Party…………………………………………December 31st, 2020 

LIFT Winter Retreat……………………………………….…January 15-17th, 2021 

Riverside in Haiti………………………………………………………………TBA 

Infuse………………………………………………………..February 12-14th, 2021 

Ignite………………………………………………………...February 26-28th, 2021 

GRIT Men’s Retreat……………………………….….…….....March 26-27th, 2021 

RSI Training Camp……………………………………………...April 23-25th, 2021 

The Heart of a Pioneer Woman…………………………………….....May 1st, 2021 

Work Day……………………………………………………………May 15th, 2021 

Spring Open House and Pancake Breakfast…………………………May 29th, 2021 

VBS and Day Camp……………………………………………...June 14-18th, 2021 

Family Fun Night……………………………………………………June 18th, 2021 

Senior High Camp………………………………………………..June 20-26th, 2021 

Adventure Camp…………………………………………………….July 5-7th, 2021 

Junior Camp………………………………………………………July 11-16th, 2021 

Junior High Camp………………………………………………...July 18-23rd, 2021 

Summer Family Camp……………………………………..…August 20-22nd, 2021 

 

EVENTS 
Mark your calendars! 



6355 County Road DD 
Amherst, WI 54406 

riversidebiblecamp.org 
715.824.3198
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PERMIT NO. 3

• Pool sticks 

•  John Deere small square baler 336, 332, 
328, or 348 

• 1,000-gallon LP tank 

• PTO driven generator (35,000 Watt)

• Tire balancer

• Corn Hole Game

• Chisel and Punch set

• Gas leaf blower

• Grate for fireplace

• New Basketballs

• Kickballs

• 2 30-lb LP tanks (for camper)

Riverside Reader


